Cascading Style Sheets

Introduction

Most desktop layout packages, i.e. word processing, desk top publishing, allow for style sheets. They allow common styles of text and headings to be repeated using a drop-down menu. Along with HTML 4.0 we have a feature called Cascading Style Sheets.

There are several ways of including a style sheet :

1) link to an external style sheet in the header, in the form :

<html>

<head>


<title>Web Design Course – Style Sheets</title>


<link rel=stylesheet type="text/css" href="filename.css">

</head>

<body>

 ...blah, blah, blah...

</body>

</html>

This is the most useful as it can be used to format whole web sites.

2) document-level styles : embed a style sheet into the header as such :

<html>

<head>


<title>Web Design Course – Style Sheets</title>


<style type="text/css">


<!—-


/* make all H1 headings blue */


H1 {color: blue; font-style: italic}


-->

</style>

</head>

<body>

 ...blah, blah, blah...

</body>

</html>

This will obviously only apply the document that the style is included in.

3) in-line styles – only exist on the tag they apply to

<h1 style=”color: red; font-size: 14pt”>

You can use a combination of all 3, to give various levels of formatting, remembering that the last style to be applied to a tag will apply, for example, if all 3 of the above were used, the external style sheet would be loaded, the <h1> tags would all be made blue, apart from the one with  the line in type 3 (in-line style) which would be a 14 pt font in red.

Examples

If you have Allaire Homesite installed, some style sheets can be found in the following folder, along with other examples : 

C:\Program Files\Bradbury\TopStylex.x\user\templates

(where x.x denotes the version on TopStyle)

sample.css

The following style sheet will :

i) turn all body and table data text into a 9 point Verdana font, failing that it would be Arial or sans-serif, dependant on which fonts are loaded

ii) make all anchors be displayed as blue, without underline (text-decoration sees to this)

iii) make the anchor text turn red and be underlined on a ‘roll-over’ in later versions of internet explorer

BODY, TD {


font-family : Verdana, Arial, sans-serif ;


font-size : 9pt;

}

A {


text-decoration: none;


color: blue;

}

A:Hover {


text-decoration: underline;


color: red;

}

bugs.css

Try to avoid these bugs:

/* 


This style sheet contains examples of common CSS authoriing mistakes

 */

.e1 {


font-size: 2 px;
/* space between number and unit */


}

.e2 {


font-size: 12;
/* missing length unit */

}

.e3 {


font-family: arial;
/* missing generic font - should add sans-serif */

}

.e4 {


font: sans-serif;
/* the font property requires a font size value */

}

.e5 {


font: 16px sans-serif;


font-style : italic;


/* shorthand font property already defines font-style */

}

.e6 {


background: red;


background-color: blue; 

/*  shorthand background property already defines background-color */

}

.e_7 { /* selectors shouldn't contain underscores */ }

.1e8 { /* selectors shouldn't start with a number  */ }

Further Reading

Should you want to know more about Cascading Style Sheets, try HTML & XHTML – the definitive guide by Musciano & Kennedy (O’reilly), or Creating Killer Web Sites by David Siegel (Hayden). Both are now in the LRC. 

You could try Web Monkey on Lycos, its free and it’s on-line.
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