Setting up web space and domain names

At the domain registrars, (try http://123-reg.co.uk) :

1. you buy the domain name

2. you get login details sent to you, or make them up

3. and you point it at the server IP given to you by your hosts - they're called A records sometimes

4. You may have to wait up to 72 hours for the domain to become live, but never mind you don’t need to worry, you’ve got the domain, so…

Okay, the other end, the hosts:

1. you buy space – try Fasthosts or WebFusion for starters, make sure you have all the bits you need enabled

2. it will ask you which domain name you want it to use this is so it will be able to pass any traffic that comes to it carrying your domain name with it, as per HTTP 1.1

3. you get login & ftp details sent to you

4. you fill the details into your ftp software, eg. Dreamweaver

5. upload your site

Disco, that's the domain set up for your server done

How it works:

So, from the user's point of view: 

· you type your name in the browser (hit enter)

· the browser asks a local domain name server (eg. the Blueyonder one for those on cable) where the domain is hosted. The domain name server has been updated automatically and has got its info from another DNS up the chain so, anyway, now your browser knows where to go for the info, e.g. e.g. Chaotic City is at 212.67.195.31,so…
·  your browser ask the web server if it can have a page from there on the site www.chaoticcity.com
· the server gives it to it

job done.
