Sutton Coldfield College

Web Page Design Level 2
Creating a simple content (text based) web page

Exercise 1

To begin with you will need to have set up a home directory for your web work (sometimes called ‘site’), either on a floppy disk, or on the hard drive of the machine you are working on. For assistance with setting one of these up, look for the Site Planning tutorial on the course web site.

Note: You may use the site management facility on Dreamweaver for this exercise, though it is not necessary.

1. From the Start / Programs menu on Windows, open the application Macromedia Dreamweaver. This should start with a blank page (if it does not you will need to create one using File / New). 
a) From the top menu click on File / Save as…
b) Locate your home directory
c) Save the HTML file straight away as: charcoal.html
2. From the top menu select Modify / Page properties:

a) Create a suitable title for the page; I would suggest:  Making charcoal by -insert your name- 
b) Select suitable colours for the page background and all types of text using colours suitable for a text based web page (light background, dark text, avoiding strong colours)

3. In the main body of the page type in the text: Making Charcoal
(Oh, yes, we’re in for a fun time here, let me tell you…)

a) Press the return / enter key – this will make the current line and subsequent lines into paragraphs

b) Select the text Making Charcoal, or simply click the cursor so it appears in that line

c) In the properties box (see over), change the content type of the text to a main heading by changing its Format to Heading 1
d) Click on the [image: image1.png]
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4. We will now enter some text, or, more to the point, we can just copy the text from the file thecopy.txt on the diskette provided (loads easier, and less time consuming…)

a) Open the file thecopy.txt from the diskette (it should automatically open in Notepad)

b) Select only the introduction text, and copy (…to the clipboard, Ctrl + C)

c) Switch back to your Dreamweaver HTML document, by clicking on its task bar the bottom of the screen

d) Place the cursor where you would like the text to appear, ensuring that the text is not aligned

e) Paste the text into the document from the clipboard (Ctrl + V)

5. Switch back to Notepad and copy the remaining text and place into the html document as detailed in 4b – e. Using the properties control window (top of page) make the following changes to the text to make the content types of the headings into:

a) Basic methods of making charcoal will be a sub- (section) heading – heading 2
b) Direct and Indirect will be sub-sub- (method) heading – heading 3
Boy, are we flying now…?

6. Insert horizontal lines after the introduction section, and at the end, after the methods.

a) Place the cursor where you would like your line to appear (pressing the return / enter key will create new paragraphs suitable for the placement of lines)

b) In the Objects menu click on the Insert Horizontal Rule icon (usually 4th down on the left hand side of the Common set)

c) Select the line, and using the properties box, change its width to 75% of the window

d) Change the thickness of the line to 5 pixels (somewhere in properties…)

7. Create an email link to yourself at the bottom of the page

a) Select the horizontal rule at the bottom of the page, then press the right arrow on the keyboard 

b) Hit the return key to create a new paragraph

c) In the properties box, click on the [image: image3.png]
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d) Type the following: This page was constructed by  -insert your name- 
e) With the mouse, select your name

f) In the properties box, in the Link text window, type the following: mailto:me@myaddress.com  …then press return

(It’s up to you whether or not you substitute your email address. Frankly, I’m not fussed…)
8. Insert an image into the page

a) Place the cursor where you would like your image to appear

b) In the Objects menu click on the Insert Image icon (usually top left hand side of the Common set)

c) In the properties Alt text window, provide suitable text to be displayed in a non-graphical browser

d) Try dragging the image into a suitable place in the text – the start or the end are best for large images

e) Select a setting for the Align (hint – left and right align cause the text to wrap in next to the image)
f) Try altering the hspace and vspace values for the image in the properties box (note: image MUST be selected) – what happens?

g) Try putting the image in its own paragraph below the main heading, and changing its content type from paragraph to heading, and then to none, and aligning it to the left, centre and right – what happens in the code?

9. Review your page in a browser

a) Check that the link is working correctly – it should invoke Outlook or Outlook Express
b) Modify the size of the display window in each browser and note any effects upon the display – what is happening to the text? (hint – is the text re-wrapping to fill the width of the page?)

c) Print out your page from within a browser

10. Nice one, well done, that’s your first web page. Give yourself a gold star. 

Text and photo from: http://www.velvitoil.com/Charmake.htm


