Web Page Design Dreamweaver – Exercises


The following exercises will take you through the process of the following: Defining a Site. Creating a new page, creating layers, adding images, defining text colours

Exercise 1 – Define a local Site

1. Open Dreamweaver

2. Select Site>New Site
3. Select Local Info in the Site Definition for unnamed Site 1

4. In the Site Name text box, type my_name_site
5. Click the folder icon to the right of the Local Root Folder text box and locate the Sites/my_name_folder
6. Click Open
7. Click Select
8. Leave all the current settings as default

9. Click OK at the bottom of Site Definition dialogue 

10. Click Create when asked if you would like to create a cache file for the site

The Site window now displays a window with your new site
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Keep the new site window open – click on the new document window to make it now active

The next exercise you will now create a home page for your new site

Exercise 2 Create a Home Page

1. Select File>Save
2. In the Save As dialog, select the my_name_site folder to save the file

3. In the File text box, type my_name_home.html
4. Click Save
Exercise 3 – Define the Title of the page

Defining a page title for an HTML document helps users to identify and keep track of a page they are browsing. The page title appears in the browser title bar when a page is viewed in a browser. When a page is book-marked the page title appears in the bookmark list

1. Select Modify>Page Properties to see the page property options

2. In the Title text box field type My First Site
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3. Click Ok

The title will now appear in Dreamweaver document window

Create A Page Layout

Layers are ideal for creating complex page layouts, since you can easily reposition page elements that have been placed in layers by dragging them

In the next exercise you will create a layout on your home page by using layers, which when completed you will convert to a table layout to ensure that the page will display accurately in both 3.0 and 4.0 web browsers

Please note: you cannot convert layers to tables if the document being converted contains nested or overlapping layers.

Exercise 4 – Add Layers

1. Select Window>Layers – this will open the Layers palette

2. Make sure the Prevent Overlaps tick box is selected

3. Select Insert>Layer – a layer is added to the document

4. Click the Draw layer button in the Object Palette panel
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5. Move the pointer to the document window, the pointer changes into a drawing tool 

6. In the space below the first layer, drag the pointer to draw a new layer

7. Repeat steps 4 – 6 to draw additional layers

8. To complete this exercise create layers on your home page so that it looks like the screenshot below
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Exercise 5 - Add an Image

When you insert an image into a Dreamweaver document, Dreamweaver automatically generates a reference to the file in the HTML. To ensure that this reference is correct, the image file must be inside the current site. If it is not, Dreamweaver asks whether you want to copy the file to a folder within the current site

1. Click inside one of the layers

2. Select Insert>Image

3. In the Select Image Source dialogue box locate the images folder for the site you are working on

4. Click on the image and the Select option

5. Your image should now appear within the chosen layer
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Exercise 6 – naming your image

It is good practice that you make a habit of naming your elements in your document. Later, when you need to reference or select a particular image, layer, or some other document element, you'll be able to easily identify it.

1. Select the image you have just inserted

2. In the Property Inspector click in the Image text box

3. Type the name of the image – (lowercase) 

4. Do the same for any other images you have inserted

As you can see when the image is selected you can gain extra information about your image
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Exercise 7 - Adding text to a Layer

You can type your content directly into a layer, or you can cut and paste content from another document into a layer, to copy and paste from another document do the following:

1. Select File>Open – locate the file with the text you wish to copy

2. Choose Edit>Select All – this will select all the content of the document

3. Select Edit>Copy – this will now copy the content

4. Close the file you have just copied

5. In the document with your layers place the cursor an empty layer

6. Select Edit>Paste
You should now see the text you have copied from another document and pasted into your current one

Exercise 8 – To Format Text

1. Select the text, paragraph, heading that you want to format, (if you want to select all the text in the layer press Ctrl+A)

2. In the Property Inspector format menu you should see Default Font
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3. Select the font type you wish to change to

4. In the Size pop-up menu select the new size

The selected text in you layer automatically reflect the changes you have made

Exercise 9 - Add a background colour to a layer

You can also use the Property inspector to set the background colour of a layer. You can select a colour using the colour picker, or you can type the hexadecimal code for a colour.

1. Click the border of the layer that contains the text to select the layer
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2. In the Property Inspector click the BgColor color box
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The colour palette and eyedropper icon appears. You can use the eyedropper to pick up any colour in the visible work area, in addition to picking colours in the colour palette

3. Use the Color picker to choose your colour

Your layer now displays the changes

Exercise 10 – Positioning your layers

When you are satisfied with the position of the layer – do ensure you preview in a web browser (F12) you will need to convert your layers to a table so that it can be viewed by users with 3.0 browsers

When you convert layers to a table, Dreamweaver creates table columns, rows, and cells to fit the layers on a page. To reduce the number of table columns, rows, and cells you create as you convert the document layout, align layer elements before converting a document. Use the Property inspector to position layers in a document

First, you'll resize and move the layers as you design your page; then you'll set the position of the other layers so they align at the top.

1. Resize the layers by dragging the layer handles inward or outward 

2. To select multiple layers hold down the shift key and select the other layer/s

3. In the Property Inspector T Field type 100px. This precisely positions the layers 100 pixels from the top of the document

4. Click anywhere in the document to deselect the layers and to see the layers align

Exercise 11 - Convert Layers to a Table

1. Select Modify>Layout Mode>Convert Layers to Table
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2. In the Convert Layers to Table dialog box, under Table Layout make sure that Smallest: Collapse Empty Cells and Use Transparent GIFs are selected
3. Under Layout Tools, make sure that Prevent Layer Overlaps is selected
4. Click OK
Change the colour of Text

You can change the colour of selected text so that it overrides the text colour set in the page properties – if no text colour has been set in page properties, the default text colour is black

1. Select the text you want to change

2. Choose a colour from the palette of browser safe colours by clicking the colour box in the Property Inspector or choose: Text>Color and the Color Picker dialogue appears
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3. Select a colour and Click OK
Define the default Text Colour

1. Select Modify>Page Properties
2. Click on the Text Color, Link Color, Visited Links, and Active Links selection box

3. Click OK
If you want to preview what a particular color scheme would look like then try the following:

1. Select Commands>Set Color Scheme and then choose a Background color and a Text and Links color set. Here the sample box displays how the color scheme will look in a browser
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