Story ideas based on a Tarot card spread 

Tuesday 30th / Wednesday 31st August 2005

I thought it might be an idea to let chance take it’s course, and have a go at writing a story using tarot cards. Tarot cards are usually associated with fortune telling, and have occult associations, but can be used for meditation or thinking through a problem or situation, and also making up stories (as in this case). I have used a traditional “Celtic cross” spread, with additional cards for characters. I just used the instruction books from the cards for the layouts and meanings, adding or taking away, where I felt like it!

You don’t have to know much about tarot cards to make up stories, just read the clues from the handbook, or make up your own meanings. Basically, the card in the middle is the starting point or event, cards to the right are future, left - past, below - subconscious, and top – conscious. I’ve gone well over the top in the descriptions and meaning here to show how the positions affect the meaning. Good fun, but people tend to look at you funny if you say you use or play with them… I like them. They’re rich in symbols and meanings, most of which have been around us all of our lives

You can use playing cards, dice, coin flipping, pulling names or actions from a hat, play the “consequences” game (take it in turns to write a few lines of a story and then fold the paper so the next person can only see the end of the last sentence), or just make it up. This is the first time I have used this method, so I’m quite interested to see how it develops.
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The Celtic Cross Tarot spread

Note: 2 decks have been used for more variation, different pictures represented, and can portray different meanings. The possible meanings are represented by the description from the guide to the Tarot of the Sephiroth deck, and some personal interpretation when combined with the meaning of the instructions to the Thoth (Harris*) deck in parenthesis.

*The Harris deck is usually associated with Aleister Crowley, who commissioned the deck and strived for it’s continuous improvement. 

	Position
	Description (Harris)
	Possible meanings (Harris)
	Story involvement

	1 - Starting point; theme of the question
	7 Swords (Futility) Six multi-coloured swords balance on one golden sword.
	Focussed awareness, mental control (trying to juggle too many balls, fascination with display & show)
	Opening scene. Stressed – many much going on, a real balancing act. Describe situation.

	2 - Cross card, opposing or complementary to 1
	4 Wands - (Completion) The golden fleece of legend, stretched over four wands.
	Achievement (job nearly done and work to be perfected, poss. a bit stressed. Been hard-working and smart / focussed, and looking forward to rest)
	Things are coming to completion & more than one may become a success... too much to do... What will he do after?

	3. Chances, high point, climax, conscious side
	0 The Fool - A naive male, personification of potential, rammed off a cliff, upheld by first breath of creation.
	New undertakings or situations, fearless enthusiasm, liberty and happiness, “ignorance is bliss”, simplicity. (ideas, thoughts, spirituality; folly, eccentricity or madness)
	This is what the main character thinks s/he is aiming for, or thinks is hir mission. A life of folly and ignorance, all will be fine… or will it?

	4. Root, basis, un- / sub-conscious side
	Princess Cups - Earthy part of water. A beautiful young woman, sweet, gentle and kind, scoops water from a lake / river.
	Idealised form, physical allure, creative projects taking shape (a lazy, selfish, pampered woman)
	This is the main character’s driving force – what compels hir to discover, or sends hir on hir mission.

	5. Past
	Ace Disks - A golden disk covered in magical symbols, mounted on a equally arm-length cross, held aloft by wings.
	The source of the physical world and form, resources and physical growth (material gain, power, labour, wealth) 
	Past events - can be used to enrich the character, giving him / her depth, personality – less 2 dimensional.

	6. Future
	5 Wands (Strife) - A wand bearing downwards wands dominates 4 smaller.
	Challenge (Quarrelling, fighting, competition, cruelty, violence, lust and desire)
	This is where the character is heading now, subject to changes made by events and happenings in the story. It’s not gonna be a breeze – he’s gonna have to work for it

	7. Inner strength, internal attitude - how you see yourself
	III The Empress - A pregnant woman, surrounded by symbols of fertility.
	Nature, love and creation, production, growth, fertility – abundant opportunity. (Happiness, pleasure, success, good fortune, elegance, gentleness / dissipation, debauch, idleness, sensuality) 
	This is what the main character thinks of himself. Can be used in internal mono / dialogues.

	8. Outside influences - the side you show to the world or how the world sees you
	4 Disks (Power) - 4 disks containing the elemental symbols stand on geometric pattern, surrounding a central cross. 
	Attainment (Law and order, gain, money and influence. Earthly power, success, rank, dominion, skill with physical force / prejudice, covetousness, suspicion, lack of originality)
	This is how s/he wants his friends and family and people he meets see him / her. Obviously not all will see him this way.

	9. Hopes and fears
	3 Cups (Abundance) - A central cup whose waters flow into 2 cups below.
	Nurture and nurturing relationships (plenty, hospitality, the “good things in life” but are short term and cannot be relied on)
	This is what the character wishes for, or fears, sometimes both.

	10. Outcome, goal, task, mission
	XI Justice (VIII Adjustment) - A helmeted goddess holds an ox goad (stick) and a symbol of Venus. (Holds a sword with arms balancing the Greek symbols A & Ω).
	Balance, duality, cause and effect (the legal system, waiting for outcome of decisions)
	This is the ultimate aim or goal – what s/he is “destined” to do or where is really heading

	11 - Male friend 
	Ace Swords - An upheld sword with a crown balanced on its tip by an olive branch and a palm leaf.
	Source of mental clarity and strength. Ideas in motion, communication. (Changes made by decision, rather than natural occurrence)
	Kind but geeky friend, always there with a logical answer – think Mr Spock from the original Star Trek

	12 - The main character and her / his relationship with friends
	II The High Priestess – A beautiful virginal woman in a temple, surrounded by the words of a sacred scroll looks into the distance.
	Intuition and how it is communicated, wisdom and mystery. Embracing the unknown, the unconscious, dreams. (Pure & gracious influence leads to change) 
	Maybe they think he is connected to some thing or place they can never go or see, through an accident, meditation, a past experience, a journey, situation, drugs, brain damage, abuse, some “Dark Place” or something forbidden? Clairvoyancy – he says things which they hear and relate to themselves, but is blissfully unaware.

	13 - Female friend
	XVII The Star – The Star Maiden (virgin) reaches into the pool and finds herself.
	Understanding the connection between the inner world and how it changes the outer world. Self discovery (Hope, clarity of vision; dreaminess and disappointment)
	Kinda flaky friend in tune with the real world and the paranormal & natural matters


Main character – the gender issues here are: The character card draw was a High Priestess, and Inner Strength is drawn from a female card as well – the Empress, and the root card is also female, (as is the character on the star) and also the outcome card has a female on it. The only male card is that of the fool in the conscious no.3 position 

so… here it is… 

The start of the story…

The main character, is in a knife edge situation. She has been an idiot, all of her own doing. She is consciously aware of the situation she has caused. All the bases are loaded… Things are going so well, and because she has a lot of coals in the fire, she can see success just over the horizon. One of her ventures must come to fruition soon, surely?

She has no real aim or direction to life and is happy taking things as they come…
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