BTEC National Diploma Media (Audio) - Unit 08: Audio in Context – Codes and Conventions

Reading exercise

(Languages of media p.12 – 17)

1. The process of controlling or attaching meaning to a symbol is called:

a. fish-swiping

b. telemetronics

c. anchoring

d. dictatorship

2. Charles Peirce made the distinction between signs, theses being iconic, idexical, arbitrary and…

a. road

b. symbolic 

c. side

d. astrological

3. Signs may have more than one meaning. For this reason they can be described as being:

a. polyamorous

b. polyfillable

c. polyglot

d. polyselmic

4. Choose three words that have changed meaning due to popular culture over the last few years

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(Case study: Analysing images p.21 – 22)

5. Give two examples of codes which could be in play in a radio program, for example: the volume, i.e. how loud or quiet the speaker’s voice is:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Give an example of a key voice component, e.g. the language a piece is being spoken in:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Three things will effect the reproduction of the person’s voice, these are the choice of microphone, the engineer’s processing of the voice and what other factor?

……………………………………

(Production techniques p.66 – 71)

8. What are the four types of sound that can be found in a radio play?

………………………………………                    ………………………………………

………………………………………                    ………………………………………

9. The name of the Universal Studios sound engineer who developed ground-breaking techniques for sound effects was Jack …?

………………………………………    

10. Noise and hiss was a problem on old recordings of sound made on magnetic tape, and also on optical storage (film soundtracks). A method of reducing this was developed by Ray …?

………………………………………    

11. What technique was formerly used on audio tape before the days of digital recording an editing, was it …?

a. cutting and splicing

b. chopping and gluing

c. cutting and joining

d. joining

12. Sounds that are absorbed by soft absorbent surfaces are said to be …………… up. Is it:

a. eaten

b. taken

c. mopped

d. soaked

13. The audio equivalent of a landscape, a picture built up of sound is called a …?

………………………………………  

14. The place where the audio is re-recorded after the film is shot is called a … studio?

……………………………………… 

